338                   LECTURES AND ESSAYS

the dust of the ground by a deity, who wal
on the earth, and had divine associates, jealous
of the man for sharing their privilege of knowing
good from evil, and fearful that he would gain
that of immortality also.    The deity had taken
a rib out of the man, and made a woman of it
I do not see that we should mind the teach-
ing of these stories, so long as others are taught
along with them, such as that of the Chaldee God
Bel, who cut off his head, moistened the cjay with
his blood, and then made men out of it ; or of
the Gods of our own race, Odin, Vale, and Ve,
who walked about the earth until they found
two trees, one of which they made into a man,
and the other into a woman ; or of Deucalion
and Pyrrha, who threw stones over their heads,
which became men and women.    As soon as
ever they can understand them  children may
be taught the reasons why the first two stories
are quite different from the others, and, though
contradictory,   both   of   them    true;   as,   for
example, the  nature  of  the  evidence  which
connects or disconnects the stories with Moses,
and which proves that Moses could have known
anything about the origin of the world.    But
we ought not, I think, to allow either of these
stories to be taught to our children as a known
fact.    It will be better to prepare them that
they may by and by understand the attitude of
the^Iover of truth towards these problems.